
Jean Hill is a NASA Safety and Reliability Engineer at Kennedy Space 

Center (KSC) specializing in Hypergolic Propellant Systems. Over her 13-

year engineering career, Jean has performed analyses for the Space 

Shuttle, International Space Station, Hubble Space Telescope, and the 

Chandra X-Ray Telescope.  Jean earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 

Engineering Physics from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and her 

Master of Engineering degree in Space Operations from the University of 

Colorado.  She has served the Central Florida section as the Merit 

Certificates Coordinator (2007 -2009), the Director of Membership 

Initiatives (2007 -2009), and as Treasurer (2009-2010). 

 

Future goal: To bring educational outreach opportunities to students of 

all ages through SWE, AIAA, FIRST Robotics, and NASA Speakers Bureau 

outreach events.  

 

SWE goal: To document standard procedures and due dates for the 

position of Treasurer to provide consistency from year to year and person 

to person.  
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PRESIDENTõS CORNER 

The turnout for Januaryõs meeting was great!  The networking activities worked.  Thanks to everyone 

who completed the survey.  The officers will use this information when planning future meetings.  

Februaryõs meeting is on how engineers can change the world or just our local schools in non  

traditional ways.  We can identify a problem and by using science and math, develop solutions to resolve 

problem.  However, the public may not wish to implement the solution because of non -technical issues 

such as requiring a change in behavior or appears to cost too much if implemented.   

Our speakers, Representative Steve Precourt and members of Engineers without Borders and Water for 

People, were determined to solve specific problems using roles that engineers normally do not take:  

elected official and charitable organization volunteer.     

Representative Precourt did not like the way transportation issues were being managed by the state 

legislature so he ran for the local representative position where he lives.  He won and is now one of three 

engineers in the state legislature trying to use science and math to improve Florida.  As a member of the 

transportation committee, Steve work to improve the transportation systems in  

Central Florida to reduce congestion and increase options to get around the Orlando area.  His  

presentation will discuss why he entered the political arena and how SWE members can influence elected 

officials to improve science and math programs in the public schools that are needed if  

students are to enter STEM fields.  

Engineers without Borders and Water for People wanted to help the less developed areas of the world 

increase the supply of safe drinking water and protect natural waterways independent of  

governmental action.  These two groups work to improve the drinking water supply in the rural  

areas of Hispaniola on a people-to-people basis without governmental funding.   

Both groups provide water treatment systems that can generate safe supplies of drinking water without 

the need for electric power or specialized training and chemicals.  The need for low tech systems to 

produce clean water has increase immensely due to the earthquake that destroyed parts of Haiti last 

month.  A speaker from each organization will give a short presentation on the projects located in 

Hispaniola and what resources are still needed to complete their projects.  

Please join us on February 24 at Buco di Beppo by the Florida Mall for a hearty meal and  

presentations on being an engineering activist.  

 

Laura J. Gimpleson 

Section Leadership FY10  
 

Executive Board  

President  

Laura Gimpleson 

 

Vice President  

Annmarie Connor 

 

Secretary  

Gernai Bledsoe 

 

Treasurer  

Jean Hill 

 

Section Representative  

Migdalia Hernandez 

 

Directors  

Diversity & Inclusion  

Karla Moore 

 

Professional Development  

Elaine Schomburg-LaFluer 

 

Membership Initiatives  

Jen Vogel 

 

Education  

Deb Hall

Looking to take your SWE membership to 

the next level? The Central Florida SWE 

Professional Section has plenty of  

opportunities to get involved!  

WE10 Volunteers Needed!  

(see below) 

Meeting Coordinator  More Details.  

 

 

GET INVOLVED 
Mark your calendars! Join us at these great upcoming events!!!  

More details can be found HERE under Section News!  

 

February 20thñE-Week Banquet 

February 24thñMonthly Meeting: Engineers as Elected Officials 

March 5-7thñRegion D Conference, Memphis, TN 

March 27thñSWEet College Day @ UCF 

March 31stñIndividual Society Awards/Nominations Due  

AprilñWomenõs Health Event 

MayñSWEõs 60th Anniversary Celebration 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ENGINEERING NEWS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

E-Week 

February 14-20th  

Expanding Your Horizons @ UCF 

February 20th 

 

Seminole Country Regional Science, Math & Engineering Fair 

February 20th 

Global Marathon For, By and About Women in  

Engineering and Technology  

March 10-11 

Jean Hill  

Congratulations to the following nominees for their 

continued involvement, support, and achievements in 

engineering. These nominees will be attending the  

E-Week Banquet on February 20th! 

 

Lifetime Achievement in Engineering  

Laura Gimpleson 

Technical Excellence  

Tracey Whaley 

Outstanding Small Organization of the Year  

BASE Consultants 

Young Engineer of the Year  

Annmarie Connor 

Project of the Year  

Lake Concord Park 

E-WEEK: CONGRATS! 

AROUND THE REGION & SOCIETY NEWS 

The section would like to thank 
you all for coming out to Seasonõs 

52 to kick start 2010!   
 

Weõd like to extend a huge THANK YOU 
for everyone who came out to Seasonõs 
52 on January 29th! The night was a 
huge success! The night included 
networking, great appetizers, and 
giveaways!  

 

Photos from the event can be found 
HERE on the SWE Website! 

Find the latest information on the WE10 Website!  

WE10 CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers Needed (300+)  

Daily Coordinators Å Tour Coordinators Å Room Monitors Å Logistics Coordinators Å Ticket Takers 

Å  Arrangement Helpers Å Plenary Helpers  

 

Volunteer Compensation Protocol  

 

Professional members ð ½ off basic registration!!  

WE10 CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 

Thousands of women engineers and technologists will unite in Orlando to launch innovation and  

define success at WE10. Content is needed for various audiences, tracks and formats!  

 

Target Audiences  

Collegians and recent college graduates 

Emerging technical leaders 

Experienced technical professionals 

Seasoned technical managers, leaders, and educators 

Executive and entrepreneurs  

Academics and though leaders 

The submission deadline is February 19, 2010 .  

Detailed Submission Information can be found on the WE10 Website at www.swe.org/we10  

WE10 CALL FOR EXHIBITORS 

The Career Fair Package  

Sign up now for the best location and receive our discounts available!  

Our convenient packages make your participation easy.  

 

To view available exhibitor packages, please click here! 

To view the WE10 Exhibitor Prospectus, click here! 

TO UNSCRIBED CLICK HERE   E-MAIL US AT CENTRAL.FLORIDA@SWE.ORG  PDF VERSION AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

From left to right: Mike 

Wetmore, Launch Director; 

Jean; and Robert Cabana, 

Director of Kennedy Space 

Center and former astronaut, 

on 4 June 2009 KSC Award 

Ceremony at the KSC Visitor 

Complex IMAX Theater.  
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