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Engineering was formally introduced to Katie as she was job shadowing at a local architecture firm during her junior year 
of high school.  She soon realized that what she really liked most at the firm was what "those other guys" were doing (the 
engineers!), instead of the architects.  This introduction began her quest to find the perfect engineering college to attend.  
This was no small task because Katie©s father was her high school guidance counselor and loved the experience of visiting 
new college campuses.  After extensive searching and many tours, Katie decided to attend the College of Engineering at 
the University of Iowa.  Despite Katie©s desire to escape the state of Iowa in order to explore the world, the UI turned out 
to be a perfect fit. 
  
Katie began her college career majoring in Civil Engineering, envisioning herself building bridges.  After two years of 
school and two internships, she decided to change her major to Industrial Engineering with new hopes of working more 
closely with people (instead of computers) to help their lives run more smoothly.  This change was a good one for her, 
as she earned at B.S. in Industrial Engineering in May 2003. 
  
Graduation was only one of the many highlights Katie experienced throughout her time in Iowa City.  She enjoyed many 
adventures while in college, including becoming a member of the UI Women©s Rowing Team and studying abroad for a 
semester in Wales.  She also spent her free time involved with the UIHC & Dance Marathon, as a Student 
Ambassador with the College of Engineering, as well as holding various officer positions in the student chapters of both 
the Society of Women Engineers and the Institute of Industrial Engineers. 
  
Post graduation, Katie has managed to stay busy, yet most of her days are now spent at work.  For the past year and a half, 
Katie has been working at Rockwell Collins, Inc. as an Industrial Engineer in Coralville, Iowa.  She spends her days 
designing fixtures, creating tooling, resolving quality issues, and applying lean manufacturing practices to every aspect of 
building a circuit board.  Katie now knows more than she every thought she would about electronic circuit boards, but has 
learned to wear many hats in the process.  The aspect she enjoys most about her job is that every single day is completely 
different. 
  
When not at work, Katie enjoys traveling, running, reading, attending many types of performing arts events, decorating 
her new house, and volunteering.  Currently, she is involved with LEGO League program at area elementary schools, 
mentoring young women at the UI College of Engineering, and has become a spokesperson for the National Marrow 
Donor Program. She recently donated bone marrow to an unrelated individual with acute leukemia this past December. 
 

Katie Coates was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  Growing up, she 
was very active always jumping from music lessons to ballet classes, 
drama rehearsals to sports practices, choir concerts to track meets, and a little bit 
of studying in between. 
  
Her interest in engineering started young.  As a girl, she loved playing with 
LEGOs and working puzzles with her grandfather.  At every chance, she was 
taking something apart to see what made it work, and then attempting to put it 
back together.  This curious mindset stayed with her all the way through high 
school as she continued to enjoy math and science classes as much as her choir 
rehearsals. 
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